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Introduction
Understand prepositions of space. Learn in - on - under  on tablet or PC. For any beginner kids or adults step by step approach to understanding English with only basic reading level required. Vocabulary words and sentences are strategically introduced for easy understanding. Materials can be self taught or studied with a teacher. This short course was designed for ESL students and early learners in mind. I hope to provide you with a new engaging way to enjoy learning.  This course does not go into lengthy explanations it is a quick start to basic concepts. Great for anyone who wants to learn or teach preposition of in-on-under including next-to between in front behind. 
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Author
 
Rodney Okyne is an illustrator. Lives in Tokyo Japan Works teaching students of all ages. He uses digital media to engage students He is enthusiastic about eLearning and web development. He holds a Bachelors in Illustration. 
“The challenge is to always challenge yourself try a go the extra mile” 
~Rodney Okyne
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Basic Concepts
To begin under standing about preposition of space, it is a good idea to start with basic shapes. We will look at what those shapes are and where they are positioned in relation to another shape. Once this understanding is accomplished shapes can be substituted for any noun or object. As you build on your vocabulary of things you will be able to form sentences where they are in relation to other things. These things include people animals and stationary objects. 
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Shapes
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Primitive Shapes: circle and  square.
 
These two objects are shapes. The one on the left is called a circle. A simple continuos curved line that is enclosed. The object on the right is called a square. The square has four sides of equal length. Each side stops at a point there are four points. We can say that both shapes are next to each other. They sit beside each other on the same plane. 
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Primitive Shapes: triangle and rectangle.
These two objects are shapes. The one on the left is called a triangle. A triangle has three sides. Most triangles have at least two equal length sides and three end points. The one on the left is called a rectangle. A rectangle has four sides and is an elongated box shape. It has 4 points and a pair of matching equal sides. We can say that both shapes are also next to each other. They sit beside each other on the same plane.
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On and under
From looking at the picture above we can say that the triangle is on the rectangle. We can also say that the rectangle is under the triangle. When a direct question is asked about the position of that particular object, then the proper preposition can be stated. For example by asking the question. Where is the rectangle? The answer is it’s under the triangle. So if you are asked where is the triangle, what would you say? That’s right it’s on the rectangle. Note: If something is on another it is directly on top of it. 
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In front - behind
Take a look at these two shapes. The square is behind the circle and the circle is in-front of  the square. Their position in a 3D space would make no difference if they were touching or 1 meter apart from each other. One object will aways be in-front and the other behind. The question for you is, where is the square? If you said it is behind the circle then you are correct. So whether standing in line, watching a car or horse race, the proper preposition can be understood pertaining to the question asked. To make it easy to understand take a bottle of cola and sit in front of you, anything that is set after the bottle is behind it from your perspective.
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Shapes: triangle, square, circle
We have three shapes to focus on for this example. A triangle on the left, a square in the middle and a circle on the right. All three shapes are next to each other, both  the triangle and circle are next to the square. They are beside it on either side. Since the square is the centered shape it is said to be between the triangle and the circle. You need not to say that is next to the triangle and next to the circle. The shapes need not to touch each other to be considered next to or between. 
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Shape: square, circle in.
Let’s add some dimension to the square to form a box shape. The circle is surrounded by the square shape revealing it at the top so you can see it. The circle is now in the box. It is in the box because the box has become a container. A container can hold something inside of it. Look around the room there are probably many containers around you holding something. 
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Lost Keys
	This morning I got up at 6 o’clock. Get up or you’ll be late I heard. Maybe it was a wood pecker it must be a smart bird. I brushed my teeth, took a shower got dressed and ate breakfast. I’m going to meet my friend today and was ready to leave home, but I couldn’t because I couldn’t find my keys. Where are my keys? Oh my, where did I put them? In on under, what a blunder. Someone help me to find my keys fast. I am really in a hurry I have to make a dash. I checked my key holder on the wall but it wasn’t there. I looked in my jacket pocket but it wasn’t in my jacket. I checked my jeans pocket it wasn’t in there either. Oh my where could they be? I can’t be late today it’s an important date. I checked the coffee table but no key’s on the table. I looked under the table, but no keys. Okay, let me see what did I do last night. I came home took off my shoes put my jacket in my closet. I sat on my sofa watched TV and drank juice. Then ate dinner and went to bed and got up 6 o’clock. 
 
	So Where are my keys?
	 
	Are they on the bed?
	 
	Are they under the bed? 
	 
	Are they in my jacket pocket?
	 
	Are they in my jeans pants pocket?
	 
	Are they on the coffee table?
	 
	Are they under the coffee table?
	 
	Look at the picture and find the answer.
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Sure, the keys are on the sofa.
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Apple Pie
	Apple pie tasty and sweet. Apple pie such a wonderful treat. It’s warm and yummy feels so good in my tummy. Put it in the oven to bake for an hour. Put on the table to cool and under a napkin to keep warm. Apple pie is delicious any day on a sunny day even during a rain storm. Cut a piece of pie and put it on a plate. Add one scoop of ice cream to it this is what I ate. 
	Some questions to think about. 
What were some of the ways in and on were used?
On a sunny day refers to the type of day the pie was eaten.
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Tea Time
	Enjoy a hot cup of coffee or tea with me while we discuss using prepositions. 
	Okay, did you prepare your drink? Let’s answer questions about that process. 
	 
	1. Boil water____ a pot.  
	 
	2. Then poured hot water ____ coffee grinds and let it drip ____ the cup. 
	 
	3. Do you prefer it straight or with cream and sugar ____ it? 
	 
	4. A saucer or coaster may be used to put the hot drink ____.  
	 
	Place the tea bag ____ the cup for 3 minutes

 
	Answers:
	 
	1. in 
	2. on in
	3. in 
	4. on
	5. in
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Activity
Do you have a school bag? Or a bag that you take to work? What’s in your bag? Take out a few items and say what they are. Use preposition (in) to practice your sentences. 
	Example: My reading glasses are in my bag. My phone is in my bag. 
	 
	As you get dressed in the morning look at the things that you put on. 
	What are the things you put on? Say them aloud as you put them on. 
	Use the preposition on. 
	 
	Example: I put on underwear. I put on socks. 
Continue and use these methods to practice other prepositions.
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